JAPANESE PARTICLES CHEAT SHEET 


Feel free to share, give away this cheatsheet to all the cool froods learning Japanese out there. 


lk e A 


Indicates Subjects / 
Objects 


Meanings: “is, am, are” 


*As a particle, |< is not pronounced “ha.” it 
is pronounced “wa.” 


'£ emphasizes what comes after it 
%3 emphasizes what comes before it 


Another way to explain it: 


l4 talks about something 
28 identifies something 


For example: 

LbžLŁZJ TÝ, Lam Koichi 
2b LBI9WECH, Iam Koichi 

* The first example would be used when 
you're introducing yourself to someone, the 
second one would be more like one of those 
movies where one person has the gun 
pointed at two identical targets, where they 
are saying “I am Koichi” and “No, I’m 
Koichi!” The important (emphasized) part is 
the I portion, so you'd use 5. 


Examples: 
be EL Wk Dts 
I am a student 


Ch, 


FL E FE CH 


I like sushi (you are identifying that 
sushi is the thing you like) 


BOD PILEN Wk id 


That student is stupid. 


AN, 


Emphasizing The 
Destination 

How It’s used: This is a lot like the particle 
“ni” but emphasizes the destination. It’s 


more like saying “heading towards” than 
anything else. 


Tr 


Example: 
ZIZA N WREST 
I am heading towards Japan 


The Possessive 
Meanings: “Apostrophe S” / “of” 


*Makes something possessive, like 
saying “my monkey,” “Jenny’s friend” or 
“Bobby of Sony” (i.e. Sony’s Bobby). 


Examples: 

brl O REA 1K CIB CF 
My name is Koichi 

Re- O We CH, 


It’s Bobby’s dog. 


The Direct Object 


How it’s used: This shows the direct 
object. It shows when you're directly doing 
something (the verb) to something else (the 
object). 

Examples: 

T L (object) & (particle) A EF (verb) 
Eat sushi 


př L tk Playstation # Pš, 
I will buy a Playstation. 


Not used when you aren’t directly involved 
or ie carey (i.e. “the radio is broken” vs. 
“I broke the radio” - the second one uses % ) 


` 


Show Context 


Meaning: “By way of” / “At” 
Can show how and where an action takes 
place. 


Examples: 


(6k BZ wes, 
I will go by car. 


ORLE Wk ARIZ T FEAR; 
I ate at the restaurant. 
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Also / Too 


Meanings: “Also” / “Too” - it can also 
emphasize “any” 


Examples: 


bre LS 
Me too, Me also 


REŽA d 477 K 
Bobby will also go to Ikea. 


WekT, 


Beh KAXRDoK, 
I didn’t eat anything. 


Ta 


Movement & Time 


How It’s Used: Shows what an action is 
directed to, and also shows destinations, 
directions, places, and time. If you move, 
whether it’s through time or space, you use 


Lee 


Examples: 

ZIZA We ET 

I will go to Japan 

SRE TLR XAET. 


At 3 o’clock I will eat sushi 


* Some common movement verbs: V% ¥ 
FRET PAVED ODET. OIF) 
ES, WOES. 


7, Py hy 43 


Other Common Particles 


2: Question marker - used on the end of a 
sentence, like a question mark! 
č : Used to list nouns when you are listing 


everything and know everything on the list. 
Æ : Used to list nouns when you aren’t 


listing everything. Some things may not be 
on the list. 


ła : Sentence ender that gives an “isn’t it?” 


feeling. Used to ask for confirmation. 
&: Sentence ender that gives a “you know” 


feeling, often when relaying new info. 


